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Lake Harriet UMC to Host National
"Our Movement Forward"
Conference May 17-18

The purpose is to discuss the future of The United Methodist Church, centered on POC+Q+T (Person of Color,
Queer, and Transgender) voices. There are many opportunities to participate in this important work! To learn
more about those opportunities and about “Our Movement Forward,” visit our website—lakeharrietumc.org.

There are many opportunities to participate in this important work, even before
the conference begins! As we prepare the LHUMC church space to be ready to
show radical hospitality, there are important projects that need to be done.
Grab a friend or come as a family and check a project off the list! Our goal is to
have this list completed by May 16, 2019. When you sign up, please indicate
when you will be completing this task and check in with Business Administrator |
Facilities Manager Søren Bijnagte once it is complete. Søren will have specific instructions for each item listed, so please coordinate with him. To view the sign up
list of work projects, visit lakeharrietumc.org.
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We Are The Church Together!
By Rev. Melanie Homan
“To welcome, inspire, and nourish
our community to be the hands and feet
of God in the world.”

4901 CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH,
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410
Office Hours: 8:30 am – 5:00 pm (M—F)

612.926.7645
church@lakeharrietumc.org
lakeharrietumc.org

ROOTED IN OUR COMMUNITY
We aim to be good neighbors. During
the warm months we host the Fulton
Farmer’s Market. Lake Harriet UMC also
hosts our neighborhood food shelf
at 31st and Fremont.

RECONCILING CONGREGATION
We welcome people of all gender identities and sexual orientations to participate
in the life and ministries of our church. We
honor and celebrate the diversity of all
people and their families through our advocacy, dialogue, prayers and ministries.

ARTS
We welcome theater, music and arts
groups into our space. Our Lake Harriet
Players produce a high quality all-inclusive
musical in our sanctuary every spring.

GREEN
We believe in caring for our earth. We have
updated our building to be more efficient,
are avid recyclers & composters, and have
installed a rain garden on our property
to reduce run-off and solar panels on our
roof to reduce our electricity draw an
average of 40%.

SAFE SANCTUARIES
We want your children to be safe at
Lake Harriet UMC. We train volunteers,
participate in strategic planning & screen
all volunteers & employees who care for
our kids, youth and vulnerable adults.

I am the church.
You are the church.
We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus, all around the world…
Yes! We’re the church together!
This was one of my favorite songs in Sunday School when I was a
kid. We are the church together and we’re all in this thing called
life together! And yet as a pastor, I serve a church for only a time.
Pastors come and pastors go, but you all are the church! You will
keep being the church together, now and into the future.
We are in the midst of change and transition, and we are also on
the cusp of holy opportunity. God is moving among us, and you
can partner with God in some critical ways this month.
Up! Make a financial pledge to make
our education wing accessible to all
people. We value inclusion and all
means all. You can raise up the funds
for an elevator lift. Pledge cards are
available in the Commons and church
office, talk with Søren Bijnagte if you’d
like an overview of the project plan.
Pledge now so we can be fully accessible for the start of Preschool and Education programming this fall!

God is moving
among us, and you
can partner with God
in some critical ways

this month.

Collaborate: Partner with queer, trans, and people of color at
the Our Way Forward Conference May 17 - 18. This is a national
conference hosted at Lake Harriet UMC as we dream about the
future of the church together. There are many volunteer needs.
Please sign-up online at lakeharrietumc.org or with Lorrie Sandelin.
Food and Fun: We are the church together, out in our community.
You can collect food and money for the Joyce Uptown Food shelf
at the Linden Hills Festival on May 19. Everyone who brings a
donation gets a canvas to paint from Simply Jane. You can assist
with painting or you can help build a turtle food sculpture with
the donations!
Thank you for being the church, and for welcoming Brennon,
Rylee, Dylan and me to be the church together with you.
We love you!
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Pastor Melanie Homan and Family
Pastor Melanie is taking a family leave from ministry
and will not be returning to Lake Harriet UMC. During
this busy month of May, let us pause to reflect on the
past five years and share a meaningful memory or a
word of gratitude for the ways in which the HomanSchaefer family has enriched our LHUMC family.
Send your story, memory, or brief message of
appreciation to jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org or
rachelgbridges@gmail.com. We’ll compile your loving
messages and sharing them with Melanie, Brennon,
Rylee and Dylan. Some may even be featured during
Melanie’s last service on June 2.
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Church Picnic Sunday June 2
All are invited to the LHUMC Church Picnic on Sunday, June 2, in the Courtyard following
the 10:00a summer worship service. We will celebrate Pastor Melanie, Brennon, Rylee,
and Dylan on their final Sunday at LHUMC. You don’t need to be a member to
join in the fun and fellowship. We hope you can join us!

2019 Appointment—Lake Harriet United Methodist Church

Pastor Karen Bruins and Family
Following their three-hour interview with Pastor Karen Bruins, members
of Lake Harriet’s Staff Parish Relations Committee were in unanimous
agreement that Karen would be a good fit for Lake Harriet UMC, believing
that her compassionate presence, attentive listening, alignment with our
core values, enthusiasm for creative collaboration, as well as her demonstrated leadership and mentoring skills make her an
excellent choice to lead Lake Harriet UMC in its next
chapter! We celebrate that Karen is excited to serve a
Reconciling and Altar for All Congregation, and that
she will continue our commitments to inclusion for all
people in the life of the church. A native of south
Minneapolis, Karen and her husband, Dave, are looking forward to returning “home.” She and Dave will
officially join us Sunday, June 30.
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Did you know?

•

•

2/3 of Lake Harriet Church’s building is accessible to all via the
elevator at our front entrance. This provides access to our
Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, and common areas.
1/3 of our building is not currently accessible for those with
physical limitations. The education wing, which includes
5 preschool classes and space for all of our children’s ministry
programs, requires the use of stairs.

You can change that! Give the gift of access.

•

•

The Board of Trustees has a plan to make our entire facility
accessible for all by installing an elevator lift in the stairwell
of the education wing at a cost of $80,000.
This will expand the ways we can utilize the education wing
for people of all ages and abilities.
To pledge or give a gift online, visit lakeharrietumc.org.
Pledge cards are also available in the Commons at church.

We hope to meet our goal by Sunday, May 12!
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May Worship Highlights
Wednesday, May 1, 6:30p—KidFirst Worship, Sanctuary

Children and youth are invited to share their musical gifts for our final
KidsFirst worship of the year! Contact Jungjoo Park if you would like
to play a piano piece, a musical instrument, or sing a song.

May 5: Second Sunday of Easter

· Pastor Melanie preaching
· Ministry Milestone for 2nd graders – ”Taste and See: Communion”
· Holy Communion, Special Offering to support the Love Offering for
Annual Conference
· 9:00a Sanctuary Choir
· 11:11a By Faith

Wednesday, May 8, 6:30p—Youth-led worship,

Fellowship Hall. Our high school seniors will lead worship as they
prepare to graduate from high school!

May 12: Third Sunday of Easter

· Pastor Melanie preaching
· Up! Bring your pledge commitments to make our education
wing accessible!
· 9:00a Festival Bells & Primer Chimers
· 11:11a Shout Band

Wednesday, May 15, 6:30p—Taize worship, Sanctuary

Experience God in the quiet and calm of contemplative singing, prayer,
and silence. Pastor Melanie assisting.

May 19: Fourth Sunday of Easter
· Pastor Melanie preaching
· Volunteer Appreciation Sunday!
· 9:00a Fulmer Baptism, Sanctuary Choir
· 11:11a Shout Band, GodsKids Choir, Cherub Choir

Wednesday, May 21, 6:30p—Youth-led worship,
Fellowship Hall. Pastor Chris preaching

May 26: Fifth Sunday of Easter
Summer worship schedule begins—
One worship service at 10:00a!
· Pastor Chris preaching

June 2: Sixth Sunday of Easter
· Pastor Melanie preaching
· 10:00a Farewell blessing for Pastor Melanie, Brennon, Rylee, & Dylan
· All-Church Picnic following worship!

Thank you!

Volunteer Appreciation
Sunday May 19
Sunday May 19, 2019 is Volunteer
Appreciation Sunday. This is a chance
to recognize and thank all of you, our
dedicated volunteers at LHUMC, during worship. Thank you for the many,
many ways you give of your time and
gifts both at LHUMC and out in our
community. Each of you plays an important role. From serving on a ministry team, to greeting guests who
come into our church, helping with
Godly Play, making coffee on Sunday
mornings, caring for the church
grounds, stuffing bulletins, ushering,
volunteering for VBS, chaperoning a
youth event, helping provide hospitality, and the list goes on and on. In
the words of John Wesley, it truly
takes all of us doing all the good we
can. By all the means we can. In all
the ways we can. At all the times we
can. To all the people we can. For as
long as we ever can. You continue to
live out our mission, to be the hands
and feet of God here at LHUMC and
in our community, thank you.
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Joyce Uptown Foodshelf Celebrates 50 Years!
By Lorrie Sandelin, Director
Joyce Uptown Foodshelf is Celebrating 50 Years of serving the community—1969-2019!
Join us to celebrate at FOODSTOCK! Foodstock will be held on Sunday June 2, 2019,
from 2-5:00p at Bryant Square Park, 3101 Bryant Ave S, Minneapolis, MN, rain or shine.
FOODSTOCK is a family-oriented, free community event, open to the public.
Join with others from the community, faith groups, Foodshelf partners, supporters,
and friends of Joyce Uptown Foodshelf to celebrate 50 years of servicing
the Uptown and South Minneapolis Communities.
There will be games, fellowship and activities.
And a chance to learn more about the work
and mission of Joyce Uptown Foodshelf.
Celebrate with food, music and
entertainment as we groove
to the vibes of 1969!

We will need many hands to make this all happen.
Please stay tuned for volunteer opportunities for this event. Thank you!

44th Annual
Festival!

LINDEN
HILLS
FESTIVAL
MAY 19

Sunday, May 19
11:00a-5:00p
Linden Hills Park

Join us at the Linden Hills Festival on May 19 for a great opportunity to be In Community! Lake Harriet UMC is
partnering with Joyce Uptown Foodshelf and Simply Jane at the Linden Hills Festival to help those in our community
experiencing food insecurity. Please join us by bringing two or more non-perishable food items or a cash donation
of $5 or more to the Linden Hills Festival. In exchange for food or a cash donation, Simply Jane will supply the
materials and flat canvas boards to paint on during the festival. In addition, with all the collected food we will make
a food sculpture and we need your help to create this exciting piece of art! We are recruiting volunteers to help
with collecting food, being a welcoming presence, passing out canvases and helping with the food sculpture. This is
a great volunteer opportunity to do with friends or family! If you are interested in helping out that day, please visit
lakeharrietumc.org or contact Lorrie Sandelin at lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org with any questions.
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Thank you!

Children & Family Ministry

The last day of Children’s Enrichment Hour (Godly Play, Explore,
PB&J) is Sunday, May 19. Encourage
your children to thank their teachers.
We would not be able to offer these
wonderful classes without our amazing
volunteers. Thank you to all of our
Sunday Morning volunteers who lead
PB&J, Godly Play, and Explore classes!

By Janet Bomar, Director

Milestone Ministry
Remaining Milestone celebration for this program year:

May 5—3rd grade Milestone: A Bible of My Own. On this Sunday, our
3rd graders will receive their very own Bibles during the 9:00 worship service. We will
meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:10 for the milestone event/special activity and treat!

Vacation Bible School—To Mars and Beyond!—
July 8-12
VBS is right around the corner! VBS week is the most fun week of the year. LHUMC
will be filled with children and youth volunteers experience and sharing in God’s love.
There will be music, dancing, drama, games, crafts, science and of course, SNACKS!
This ministry is FREE but we can’t do it without your help. If you are willing to volunteer during VBS (July 8-12) please contact Director of Children & Family Ministries
Janet Bomar. Don’t have time during the week but still want to help? There is a wish
list board in the Commons area. On it you will find all the items we need to make VBS
a success. You can choose as many items as you’d like. Just pull off the square, put
your name on the list next to the item you chose, purchase and drop off the item at
LHUMC by June 24 (unless otherwise noted). Easy peasy!
There are still spots available if you’d like to register your child. Don’t miss out on
the fun! www.lakeharrietumc.org/vacation-bible-school/

VBS Youth Volunteer Training will be held
Wednesday, May 15 from 6:00-7:00 in the Fellowship Hall. Pizza will be
served. This training is for all counselors (including junior counselors).

Middle School Mission Trip August 9-12
Calling all rising 5th-8th graders! Chris Carr and Janet Bomar are working together on
a mission trip experience! We will head to Duluth for a long weekend for a mission
experience. We will break into smaller work groups and spend our days working different service projects. There will also be time for fun activities and community building within our youth team! Cost is $225 (includes transportation, food, lodging).
Scholarships are available. If you have questions or are interested in chaperoning
please contact Janet Bomar or Chris Carr. To register: www.lakeharrietumc.org/middle
-school-mission-trip/
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Youth Ministry
By Rev. Chris Carr, Pastor
May 1- This will be our final YAY night of the season, and we will do
some fun relationship building so all Sr. high and Confirmation students will need to
be present. 9th graders will meet with their mentors.

May 8- Natasha Richter will preach at Worship Lab and By Faith
will lead music. 6-8 graders and our 10-12 graders will finish work on the summer calendar. We will have 9th graders will continue with faith statement work.

May 15- This will be our night to meet with your Mission Trip
groups. We will still have pizza dinner, and then Worship Lab, all of which is part
of our experience for the night so plan on attending. After Worship Lab, we will
break into three groups: Middle school Mission Trip youth, ASP attendees, and a
combined group of parents. The youth and adult leaders for the trips will do team
building, and the parents will go through paperwork, logistics, Q and A, etc. Meeting will conclude at 8:30p at the latest.

May 17-18- Our Movement Forward Conference- there are opportunities for youth to be involved in this conference as volunteers, providing hospitality
and helping with other stuff. We will push out specific areas that you can be involved with. This is an amazing opportunity and your presence will be so valued!

May 22- This will be our end of the year party. Anna Bomar is preaching in Worship Lab, By Faith is leading music, and we will have some fun and games
for all! Invite friends! At the end of the evening, we will have a short VBS youth
Leader meeting from 7:45-8:30p.
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United Methodist Women
Garden Party
June 13, 2019
All Lake Harriet women (members, friends,
and neighbors!) are invited to the Annual
UMW Women’s Garden Party and Afternoon
Tea June 13 at the home of Jeanne Harkness.
Women of all ages and stages of life are invited to attend. Come enjoy traditional tea
treats and spend relaxed time with women
you know and women you would like to
know better. Children are most welcome
(although childcare is not available).
Watch Lake Harriet UMC communications
for information—the LHUMC website:
lakeharrietumc.org, our Facebook page, or
contact Lorrie Sandelin at
lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org or
612-508-5503.

UMW Book Club May 2:
Born a Crime
by Trevor Noah

Join us on May 2 at 7:00p to discuss "Born a
Crime" by Trevor Noah. Trevor grew up in the
turbulent time during and after apartheid in
South Africa. The son of a Xhosa mother and a
Swiss/German father made his very existence
illegal. We will announce our June book soon,
take a break in July and meet for a movie in
August. The UMW book club is open to all
LHUMC women and their friends. We meet 1st
Thursday of the month in the Fireside room.
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Lydia Project
The Host Committee for the United Methodist 2020
General Conference started the Lydia Purple Scarf Project as a way to provide warmth and welcome to guests
from around the world. They have been overwhelmed
with the amazing generosity from so many churches,
receiving pledges for over 11,000 scarves for the Lydia
Project. LHUMC joins congregations from all over our
conference in providing these scarves. Thank you to all
who helped knit purple scarves for the Lydia Project. Our
LHUMC goal was to knit 50 scarves and we have surpassed that goal. We now have over 60 scarves to contribute! Thank you to all who donated their time, talents
and yarn to make this possible. In June at the Minnesota
Annual Conference will have a time to bless and dedicate the scarves and then they will be stored until the
General Conference. In March, LHUMC held a learn to
knit morning and during that time were able to tag and
package all the scarves. Thank you again to all who contributed to this event!

Lake Harriet United Methodist
Women 2nd Wednesday Gathering
May 8, 2019, beginning at 10:00a with lunch at
noon. All are invited for UMW's final 2nd Wednesday
gathering of the program year. Join us for a special program as we celebrate spring with music and fellowship.
Meet in the Reception Room at 10am for coffee and
then the program will follow. Then we hope you can stay
for the optional catered lunch ($11). No reservations
needed for the program only. For lunch reservations
($11) or to arrange a ride to the meeting, contact Patti
Marsh Cagle atjrpmc86@msn.com or 952-831-1531 or
sign up in the Commons on Sundays.

OPENING DAY MAY 18!

The Fulton Farmer's Market will be in the LHUMC
parking lot again this year. The Farmer's Market will be held
every Saturday from May 18- October 26. For the last few
years LHUMC has opened the doors to the church during the
Farmer's Market hours to welcome Farmer's Market patrons
and show hospitality to our community. The Fulton Market
sprouted from the desire of Fulton residents to establish a
gather place where neighbors could meet, socialize, shop
locally and thus strengthen their community.

Hosts needed during the Farmers
Market! If you are interested in hosting
on a Saturday morning , you can choose to
work for a shift or the whole morning.
Please use this link to sign up on Sign Up
Genius: This is a fun volunteer shift to do
with a friend or with your family. If you
have any questions or need help with the
sign up, please contact Lorrie Sandelin at
lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org or
612-508-5503. Thank you!

Help Keep Our Grounds Beautiful and Welcoming
Calling all volunteers to both work
and fun this growing season!
No need to be a master gardener—we give
instruction for each session, and often share
food and fellowship!
Any time given makes a difference and is so
appreciated. Thank you for considering
joining the effort!

2019 LHUMC grounds care
volunteer dates:
1) Saturday, May 4, 9:00a-1:00p
2) Saturday, June 22, 9:00a-1:00p
3) Saturday, July 20, 9:00a-1:00p
4) Saturday, August 17, 9:00a-1:00p
5) Saturday, September 21, 9:00a-1:00p
6) Saturday, October 19, 9:00a-1:00p

To sign up, visit lakeharrietumc.org—
or simply show up the day of!
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Cold Readings, Hot Pizza:
An evening of scenes and songs from the forbidden cannon
Saturday, June 15, 6-8:30p, LHUMC
This workshop is for the elders among our LHP community (ages 15+). In addition to learning a few
helpful “cold reading” techniques (great for auditions!), you’ll have the opportunity to explore scenes
and songs from musicals you’re not likely to see produced at Lake Harriet Players (Les Miserable,
Sweeney Todd, Chicago - you get the idea). Pizza will be provided.

Pop Up Theatre: A community act-along for all ages
Saturday, August 3, 3-5:00p, LHUMC

It’s like a sing-along but with acting! Perfect for anyone who loves acting or is simply curious to
try it out but doesn’t want to commit to a full-blown production. Fun for the whole family.

Beginning Improvisation
Date TBD

You already know how to improvise. You live without a script every day. Try out some favorite improv
warm-ups, exercises and performance games. Get into a playful mindset and see what happens!
This workshop is aimed at improv newcomers, so all experience levels are welcome.
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Lake Harriet United
Methodist Church Staff
Every year, the Minnesota Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church meets in St. Cloud. Clergy and
lay representatives from every United Methodist Church
in Minnesota meet to worship and learn together. We
vote on legislation pertaining to local churches and we
ordain pastors for ministry. Attending from Lake Harriet
this year will be Katie Froehlich, Kathy Parker-Witzke,
Lorrie Sandelin, Linda Shelton, Rev. Melanie Homan,
Rev. Chris Carr, and Rev. Jen Johnson. Please hold the
Annual Conference in prayer, which meets from June 18-20.

MINISTERS: Our entire congregation
PASTOR:
Rev. Melanie Homan
melanie.homan@lakeharrietumc.org
PASTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES:
Rev. Chris Carr
chris.carr@lakeharrietumc.org
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/
FACILITIES MANAGER
Søren Bijnagte
soren.bijnagte@lakeharrietumc.org
CHERUB CHOIR DIRECTOR
Lauren Bird
lauren.bird@lakeharrietumc.org

In Gratitude

The Staff Parish Relations Committee expresses gratitude for
two staff members celebrating work anniversaries in May:
Søren Bijnagte, Business Administrator | Facilities Manager
(three years), and Lorrie Sandelin, Joyce Uptown Foodshelf
Director | Volunteer Coordinator (2 years). We invite you to
thank Søren and Lorrie for their time and service with us!

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRY:
Janet Bomar
janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org
BELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR:
Thomas Johanson
thomas.johanson@lakeharrietumc.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES/
CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Jungjoo Park
jungjoo.park@lakeharrietumc.org
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR/
JOYCE UPTOWN FOODSHELF DIRECTOR:
Lorrie Sandelin
lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org
BAND DIRECTOR:
Emily Thomas
emily.thomas@lakeharrietumc.org
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST/
OFFICE MANAGER:
Jane Weiers
jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org
DIRECTOR, LHUMC PRESCHOOL:
Andrea Wright
awright@lakeharrietumpreschool.org
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Lake Harriet United Methodist Church is a vibrant, reconciling
congregation in the 50th and France area, with a heartbeat call
to “be the community to welcome and sustain one another in this
thing called life.” All are welcome here, and there is something
for everyone here. To learn more about our many ministries, visit
www.lakeharrietumc.org, or stop by the church office.

“...the people; they
are so welcoming,
so committed to the
church, they take
care of each other,
build each other up
and really love
their neighbor.”

Lake Harriet United Methodist Church welcomes people of all gender identities and sexual orientations to participate in the life and ministries
of our church. We honor and celebrate the diversity of all people and their families through our advocacy, prayers and ministries.

